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ties of the road and the track, with a view to throw-
ing the locomotive down the embankment. The es-
cape was miraculous. The iron pilot was bent; clean
under the locomotive as if it were straw.

Late that night the general reached Huntsville,
and doubtless slept a refreshing sleep.

General  Mitch el's  movement  took place at that
period of the war when it seemed impossible for the
government  to induce any of its commanding gen-
erals to move without elaborate preparation, and the
utmost caution.    Grant, a subordinate like Mitchel,
was the first to "break this sluggishness at Henry and
Donaldson.    MitehePs move was the second change
of the war from the prevailing stagnation.    It was
received with great delight at the  North, one news-
paper speaking of it as  marking a " new era of gen-
eralship in this war."     The thanks of the War De-
partment were at once telegraphed General Mitchel,
and President Lincoln promoted him, to date from
the llth of April, to be Major-General of Volunteers,
"for gallant and meritorious services in the capture
of Huntsville, Decatur, and Stevenson   Junction ;"
and   he was ordered to   report   his  movements di-
rectly to the War  Department every day.

Upon receipt of the news of his promotion, General
Mitchel at once recommended those of his colonels
who were in command of brigades to be brigadier-
generals, and the members of his staff each and all
for an advance. The promotion of the colonels was
delayed till some time afterwards, and there "was no
law of the general government for the promotion of
those staff officers who held commissions m the Jine. the guard across thevision quickly passed through Fayetteville
